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From the Editor

It seems like only yesterday that I sat down to write my
introduction to Center News, the quarterly newsletter that
preceded Access America. As 1 reflect on the past two years, my mind
fills with a whirlwind of activity...the soft ocean breeze; the drippy
egg from a crunchy brik; the excitement of exchange alumni
recounting experiences; the eagerness of students hanging onto my
American-accented words; the melodic notes reverberating off the
ancient walls of El Jem; the lively American Corner discussions; the
dry, sweet calm of the sprawling Sahara; the gentle waft of jasmine...
and of course the many people who touched my heart. As1
depart, I take comfort in the notion that I am not cutting ties, but
rather expanding my network of friends across the globe. As
writer Henry David Thoreau said, “Nothing makes the earth seem
so spacious as to have friends at a distance; they make the latitudes
and longitudes.”
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President Bush also praised the contributions
of Asian Americans to every facet of life in the
United States, from business to academia to the
arts, in remarks May 1 at a White House
celebration of Asian/Pacific American Heritage
Month.

The president said that more than 15 million
Americans claim Asian or Pacific ancestry. “They
make America’s culture more vibrant, and we’re a
better place - and a more lively place, I might add
-- from Songkran celebrations in Los Angeles to
Chinese New Year parties in Chicago to Diwali
festivals right here at the White House.” (See “U.S.
House Recognizes South Asian Festival of Lights.”)

Throughout the United States, Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month is celebrated with
community festivals, traditional foods, parades and
cultural performances. Many schools and
government offices hold educational and cultural
events.

Asians are the third largest minority group -
and the second fastest-growing group - in the
United States, according to the Census Bureau,
which predicts that Asians will increase from §
percent to 8 percent of the total population by
2050. In addition to approximately 14.9 million
foreign-born and native-born citizens - or 5
percent of the U.S. population - who claim Asian
heritage, there are another 1 million Native
Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders.

The largest population of Asians is in
California, with nearly 5 million, followed by New

York, Texas and Hawaii. Hawaii has the highest
percentage of Asians in its population, 56 percent,
followed by California with 14 percent.

More Asian Americans claim Chinese heritage
than any other background, followed by Filipinos,
Indians, Vietnamese, Koreans and Japanese.system
would give the free market the right environment
to innovate and deploy solutions on the scale
necessary to avoid disruptive climate change.In
addition to Asian/Pacific Heritage Month, the U.S.
government celebrates America’s diversity through
the “Outstanding Americans by Choice” awards,
which have been presented since 2006 by the U.S.
Citizen and Immigration Services (USCIS) to
recognize the professional accomplishments and
civic participation of naturalized U.S. citizens.

About a dozen Asian Americans have been
named Outstanding Americans by Choice,
including Secretary Chao and her father James S.C.
Chao, chairman of the New York-based Foremost
Group, who were honored early this year.

The contributions of Asian Americans officially
were recognized in 1978 when a joint congressional
resolution established Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Week.  President George H.W. Bush
expanded it to a month in 1990, and two years later
Congress made it official with a law designating
May as Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.

This article is adapted from an article on America.gov, a
web site delivering information about current U.S. for-
eign policy and about American life and culture produced
by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Interna-

tional Information Programs

Fulbright Foreign Student Program

http://www.amideast.org

Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program

fessionals from a variety of fields.
http://tunisia.usembassy.gov

http://tunisia.usembassy.gov

Program Announcements

Masters or one year PhD research program at a U.S. university.

Nine month academic and professional study and related professional experience for mid-career pro-

International Educators Leadership Program (ILEP)

The program will consist of a semester-long academic program at a U.S. university, including course-
work and intensive training in teaching methodologies
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From the IRC

Books

America’s Asia: Racial Form and
American Literature, 1893-1945.
Lye, Colleen.

Asian American Dreams: the
Emergence of an American Peo-
ple. Zia, Helen.

Becoming Asian American :
Second-Generation Chinese and
Korean American Identities
Kibria, Nazli.

Race, Rights, and the Asian.
American Experience
Ancheta, Angelo

Margins and Mainstreams :
Asians in American History and
Culture

Okihiro, Gary Y.

Everything You Need to Know
about Asian-American History
Novas, Himilce.

Asian American Literature, an.
Introduction to the Writings and
their Social Context.

Kim, Elaine H.

Online resources

The Census Bureau provides
statistics on the Asian and
Pacific Islander population

http://www.census.gov/

The U.S department of Labor
creating opportunities for the
Asian Pacific American com-
munity.

http://www.aapi.gov/

— Kbaled Ben Bhouzid
& the IRC team.

Fulbright Alumnus Wins Prize for
Excellence

The 2006 Shamsher Prakash
Annual Prize for Excellence in the
Practice of Geotechnical
Engineering was awarded to Mounir
Bouassida in recognition of his
significant contributions to soil
improvements techniques. Dr.
Bouassida participated in the 2006
Fulbright Visiting Scholar Program.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Mounir
Bouassida

Home in Tunisia:
Sfax

Home in the U.S.:
Eight months in Sacramento (California) and a
month in Boston (Cambridge).

Fondest Memory of the U.S.:

First, it was the invitation of my family for a month in California
in 2006 summer. Second, the Occasional Lecturer programme I did:
visits, as invited professor, to Seattle and Minneapolis universities and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology:.
My experience:

My collaborator is PE Dr Ali Porbaha, I knew him since 1995
during long collaboration which dealt with the assessment of bearing
capacity of reinforced soils.

During my staying I, first, undertook the formulation of a new
methodology of design of reinforced soils by columns, about this
matter I presented a lecture at CSUS and three lectures at
Minneapolis, Seattle and Cambridge universities as invited professor.
I kept the contacts with my PhD and MS fellows for writing papers,

Continued on PAGE 4
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and articles. I also visited the Californian universities:
Berkeley and Davis.

I well endeavored, after nomination from Professor M.
Braja Das (Dean of CSUY), to apply for the 2006 S. Prakash
award for excellence in practice of geotechnical engineering.

Professor Das, who invited me at CSUS as Fulbrighter,
agreed to spend the last month of my grant at MIT
(Cambridge, Boston) where I collaborated with professor
A.J. Whittle.

Finally, as my grant was extended from three to nine
months, I invited my family in California (July 2oth, August
19th) with whom I spent a nice holiday, especially in Los
Angeles.

During my stay I knew and I've collaborated with many
people originated from various regions worldwide. Also I
visited Italy and Brazil to attend meetings in international
conference as Vice President if the International Society of
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering for Africa
(2006-2000).

The very nice achievement for me, after my come back
in Tunisia, was to be the winner of the 2006 SP Prize,
mentioned above, which places Tunisia as the fifth country
as the recipient of this prestigious international prize. Such
an achievement was very difficult to get without visiting

USA.

Lessons Learned:

Society in USA is composed by versatile cultures and
offers many facilities to make individual life very easy. I
believe this is the best chance to benefit from it for getting
nice and distinguished achievements.

Adpvice for others:

Try to be the best ambassador of your country, especially
working hard. You will be respected by US citizens, adding
to the prestigious and rich Fulbright programme from which
benefits are not doubtful.

‘What I miss most about the U.S.:
Facilities offered every where you are: job, services and
entertainment.

Calendar

Statement of Purpose Workshops
Wednesday,May 28

AMIDEAST

10:00 AM

Graduate Statement of Purpose workshop

11:30 AM

Undergraduate Statement of Purpose workshop
**Please call or send an email so we will know to
expect you. .*¥

Free English Conversation

Every Thursday
American Corner at AMIDEAST
4.00 PM

Weekly discussions on topics from films and
music to religion. Topics are posted weekly in the
American Corner and at AMIDEAST.

Study in the USA Consultations

Every Tuesday-Friday
AMIDEAST Advising Resource Library
9:00 AM-4:00 PM

Browse materials from U.S. universities consult
resources on applications and scholarships.

Open Access

Every Monday-Friday
American Corner at AMIDEAST
10:00 AM-6:00 PM

Peruse books and magazines in English on topics
from history to pop culture and more.

American Corner at AMIDEAST
22, Rue Al Amine al Abassi, Cite des Jardins,
1002 tunis-Belvedere, tel. 71-790-563 ext. 106

DID YOU KNOW?

o * As many as one-third of U.S. residents

now claim “minority” heritage, reflecting
' the continuing evolution of an American
national identity that transcends ethnic and
religious boundaries.

* Over 15 million people in the United
States claim Asian or Pacific ancestry.

The American Center
U.S. Embassy Tunis
Public Affairs Section
Les Berges du Lac
1053 TUNIS, Tunisia
Tel. +216 71-107-000
Fax +21671-963-263
E-mail:
tuniswebsitecontact@state.gov
Web site:

http://tunis.usembassy.gov
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